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PREFACE
T O  T H E  N E W  E D I T I O N

Barney Oldfield is a racing icon, At his prime, just beyond the century’s
turn, his name quickened the heartbeat of a nation. Crowds cheered wildly
when he stood up in the cockpit of his “Green Dragon” and shouted: “You
know me, Barney Oldfield!” And indeed they did.

They called him “The Mile-a-Minute Champion”…“America’s Pre-
mier Driver”…“The Human Comet”… “Wizard of the Track”… and “The
Daredevil Dean of the Roaring Road.” In 1910, breaking the land speed
record at Daytona Beach, he was the official “Speed King of the World.”

No driver of his time was more beloved. In the words of artist-histo-
rian Peter Helck:

Idolized by tens of thousands . . . engaged in [a dozen] splintering
crashes… suspended frequently for violations of the official ruling…
a hippodromer who performed spectacularly. . .
(“wherever I got the sugar”), he was “The Old Master.”

I wrote this book about him more than four decades ago and it has
taken its place in automotive history as the only published biography of
one of the great pioneers of American racing. And although motor cops
no longer accost speeders with “Who do you think you are, Barney Old-
field?” his legend is secure. There was no one like him in his day and
there’s been no one like him since.

Barney Oldfield has been long out of print, relegated to the shelves of
automotive libraries and specialist collectors. Therefore, I am genuinely
grateful that  Brown Fox Books has elected to republish it in this handsome
new edition—a cause of celebration for racing fans and history buffs. And
very special thanks to Mark Godfrey for his lengthy, painstaking work in
gathering the fine period photographs for this new edition. He also de-
signed the layout and provided the photo captions. His contributions are
greatly appreciated. No author could ask for a finer editor/publisher.

Barney left us in 1946, but in these historic pages, in the dirt-track dust
of motorized battle, the Old Master lives again.

W. F. N.
West Hills, California
July, 2002
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Chapter One

Duel in the Michigan Dust

T HE MORNING OF OCTOBER 25, 1902, dawned
chill and gray over Michigan. The sky was a shifting
mass of oppressive, slate-colored clouds, and by noon a

gust of wind-driven rain had dampened the mile oval at Grosse
Pointe, just east of Detroit. The popular horse track, proudly de-
scribed by a local newspaper as “the most beautiful in the coun-
try,” was originally laid out over a stretch of low-lying marshland
bordering the Detroit River, and many spirited thoroughbreds
had galloped to dusty victory on its dirt surface. However, on
this particular afternoon, the five-mile main event (for the Manu-
facturers’ Challenge Cup) was not to be contested by four-legged
steeds. No, here at Grosse Pointe, before some 2,000 impatient
spectators, that awesome turn-of-the-century phenomenon, the
automobile, would unleash its frightening speed.

Excitement was in the air. The nation’s automotive champion,
Alexander Winton, millionaire founder of the Winton Motor Car-
riage Company in Cleveland, and the man responsible for America’s
first commercially successful motor car, was here to drive his fabled
“Bullet,” a machine capable of brutal track speeds in excess of 50
miles per hour. He was certain to vanquish the field, and with a well-
dampened track a new record might be in the offing.

To understand properly the avid curiosity engendered by such an
event, it must be borne in mind that America, in 1902, was still a land
of the horse and buggy. Millions of Americans had never seen an
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automobile, and beyond the large cities the auto was all but unknown
as a form of transportation. For example, auto registrations for the
entire state of New York totaled just 909. Extensive four-wheeled
travel was impossible, with only 178 miles of paved road throughout
the country. Nevertheless, the auto had definitely progressed beyond
the fad stage, and businessmen such as Winton knew that the quick-
est way to lure potential buyers was to prove a machine’s durability
and speed in open competition. Therefore, on this gray Saturday af-
ternoon at Grosse Pointe, Alex Winton had his sights firmly set on an-
other racing triumph for the Bullet.

(Scottish-born, Winton was nineteen when he landed in New
York, in 1879, and at thirty had founded a bicycle company in Cleve-
land. By 1896 he put an automobile of his own design on the road,
and was credited with the first commercial sale of an auto in the
United States, two years later.)

Winton’s main competitor in the five-miler was said to be the larg-
est car in Detroit, the powerful Geneva Steamer. With its huge
wheelbase, four massive boilers and tall stack, the Steamer dwarfed
the low, flat-bodied Bullet, and trackside wagers were made that the
Scotsman might well taste defeat at the hands of Bucknam, who was
to pilot the big steam-driven vehicle. Only three other cars were en-
tered: Shanks, in the Winton “Pup,” White in his own White
Steamer and the ex-cycling star Tom Cooper in an odd crimson-
painted creation listed simply as “999.”

Though it had not yet been tested under racing conditions, this
unique automobile posed a solid threat to both Winton and
Bucknam. Its monstrous four-cylinder engine promised to deliver
almost twice the horsepower of the Bullet—75 against 40, and its
rigid ashwood- and steel-plated chassis was stripped of all nonessen-
tial weight. However, handling the machine at speed was a serious
problem, and brute strength was required to operate the heavy iron
control bar. Due to the unyielding frame, any sizable chuck hole
would pitch the entire car into the air, necessitating emergency ac-
tion at the tiller. Also, since the stark machine lacked protective body-
paneling, its driver was subjected to a continuous oil bath from the
exposed crankshaft.
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As the race was about to get under way, Winton, a dapper mus-
tached man in spotless attire, climbed into the high seat of his Bul-
let with a confident smile. He waved a gloved hand to the crowd as
a spectator shouted: “We’re betting on you, Alex. Make ‘em eat your
dust!”

Then Winton noticed that Tom Cooper was not in the bucket seat
of 999. Instead, a husky youth with a shock of dark hair above his
goggles sat nervously in Cooper’s place.

“Who’s that?” Winton inquired of an associate.
“Some kid named Oldfield. I hear this is his first race. Don’t worry

about him.”
Winton nodded, more confident than ever. Since Cooper had

been foolish enough to send a novice against veterans the potential
threat of 999 could be disregarded.

Oldfield, trailing the other cars, seemed unsure of himself as the
group rolled toward the starting tape, but as the flag snapped down
he immediately shot ahead, sweeping around the first turn with a
clear lead over a startled Winton. Although taken by surprise, the
Scot fought back. After the first blistering mile his Bullet began to
close the gap, steadily overhauling 999. The canny champion was
proving his skill and speed, and it seemed that another important
race would be added to Winton’s victory string.

Glancing back at the onrushing Bullet, Oldfield set his jaw and
opened the throttle. The red machine leaped forward with a deafen-
ing blast from its four exhausts. Sliding the turns in the same wide-
open manner, dust pluming up behind him, Oldfield held the lead.

Winton was dropping back.
Skimming along, scant inches from the stout wooden fence en-

circling the track, the youth maintained full throttle, fighting the big
car around the turns in a series of vicious slides.

By the third mile, with the Bullet’s overstrained engine misfiring,
Alex Winton was finished for the day.

The other competitors had never threatened—and as the contest
neared its finish the highly touted Geneva Steamer was soundly
beaten; Bucknam had been lapped by 999. By the end of the fifth
mile, as he boomed under the flag, Barney came within a few feet of
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lapping the third-place runner, Shanks in the Pup.
An oil-grimed Oldfield had decisively won his first auto race. His

time was 5:28—five minutes, 28 seconds—and he had covered the
second mile in 1:04.8 for a new record.

Perched on the shoulders of the jubilant crowd, waving enthusi-
astically as photographers exploded flash powder in his face, Barney
realized that he had tumbled Alexander Winton’s speed crown into
the Michigan dust. His life, from this day forward, would be filled
with the unmuffled thunder of racing engines and the frenzied roar
of crowds shouting for speed.

That victorious Saturday afternoon in late October of 1902
marked the beginning of a legend, a legend that would carry
Oldfield’s name to every town and city across the vast United States,
a legend that would help to popularize the automobile in America
years ahead of its time.
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Chapter Five

Death by Bullet

AFTER HIS RECORD-BREAKING dash at Indianapolis, news-
papers across the United States were hailing Oldfield as
“America’s Premier Driver,” and he was asked to give his im-

pressions of just what it was like to travel at such a harrowing pace.
Under the headline “Going A Mile A Minute!” Barney was

quoted in lurid detail: “You have every sensation of being hurled
through space. The machine is throbbing under you with its cylin-
ders beating a drummer’s tattoo, and the air tears past you in a gale.
In its maddening dash through the swirling dust the machine takes
on the attributes of a sentient thing . . . I tell you, gentlemen: no man
can drive faster and live!”

Oldfield’s press agent elaborated on the dangers inherent in mile-
a-minute speed: “Wind resistance is something awful. The chest of
a driver is forced in, and his pumping plant must be marvelously
strong to resist the tremendous pressure in order to inhale sufficient
air for the performance of its functions. Average lungs can’t overcome
the outward force and the result is like strangulation. Blood rushes
to the head, temporary but complete paralysis of mind over body
occurs and instantly the driver loses consciousness and control.”

Yet, despite these dramatic declarations, Barney smashed his own
record late the following month at the Empire City track with 999 in
what was to be his final race in the famous car. The Automobile viv-
idly summed up this run: “. . .Then Oldfield, with a roar like unto a
passing comet, skidded around the far turn and flashed past the howl-
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Oldfield took
the Bullet to
California the
following
month—
establishing three
new dirt-track marks in Denver
on the way west—and wheeled around the track
at Agricultural Park fast enough to shatter his own mile record.

Barney left nothing to chance, and explained his technique of
passing on a dirt oval: “The first thing I do before a race is to watch
the way the wind carries the dust. If I see that it holds to the upper
turn I do not try to pass a man at that point, but hold to the lower turn
where it clears better.”

The American Automobile Association (formed in 1902), in its
role as the governing body of auto racing under the astute chairman-
ship of A.R.Pardington, had authorized the east coast of Florida for
a prominent week-long speed meeting, beginning in late January of
1904. The affair was held on the 15-mile sweep of Ormond-Daytona’s
glass-smooth beach, affording drivers the rare opportunity of full-
speed motoring. W. K.Vanderbilt and Barney Oldfield shared star
billing, and photos of both men were hawked on the sand by ener-
getic pitchmen who received “fifty cents a throw” for Barney’s smil-
ing visage.

The Winton Bullet was the only American-made car entered in
the contest for the Mile Championship. The first heat went to
Vanderbilt’s 90-hp German Mercedes; Oldfield took the second,
nosing out Vanderbilt in the third and final run to the tape. He went
on to capture the initial heat of the Five Mile Championship also,
coasting over the finish with a broken crankshaft, which eliminated
him from further competition.

■ ■ ■ ■ ■

As Barney’s fame grew, so did his appetite for high, wide, and
handsome living, and the boy from Toledo pulled out all the stops.
Now addicted to Havanas, Oldfield ordered his stogies in 2,000-lot
boxes, and casually handed out five-dollar tips to wide-eyed waiters
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Barney moved from the Ford built cars to the Winton Bullets in August 1903. Most of these
appearances were at dirt oval tracks including Grosse Pointe, Michigan, where a blown tire put
Oldfield and the Bullet into a catch fence. A spectator who was watching from atop the fence

 was fatally injured in the accident.  AMATEUR ATHLETIC FOUNDATION OF LA

A head-on view of Oldfield and 999. Note the exposed valve train
(with an overhead cam at this point) and the modified finned-tube

radiator. AMATEUR ATHLETIC FOUNDATION OF LOS ANGELES
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The camera captures a dramatic moment as Barney deals with a mid-corner blowout. To add to
the foreboding element, the 200-hp monster was rechristened the “Blitzen Benz.” Outlawed by the

AAA in 1910, Oldfield finished the season with a racing tour of Mexico. The Benz was cam-
paigned by Bob Burman in 1911 after its return to the US.

AMATEUR ATHLETIC FOUNDATION OF LOS ANGELES

A challenge race pitting Oldfield’s Benz
against Ralph DePalma’s Fiat was
cancelled at the last minute, but
Oldfield made use of the timers at
Daytona Beach, and on March 16, 1910
a successful bid for a new land speed
record was made with a run of 131.724
mph. Official international recognition
was denied however, as the sanction-
ing body had just decided two way
runs would be required.
PHIL HARMS COLLECTION
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Appendix 1: Compiled by Phil Harms

BARNEY OLDFIELD’S NON-CHAMPIONSHIP CAREER PERFORMANCE
Winning elapsed time given in hours, minutes, seconds, and hundredths of seconds.

Date, Track Name–Type Race Dist Miles Car FP Laps Time Speed Race Type
1902
25 October
Detroit, MI–Grosse Pointe dirt oval 5 Ford 999 1 5 0:05:28 54.88
1 December
Detroit, MI–Grosse Pointe dirt oval 1/5 Ford 999 1 0:01:01.2 58.82 Record attempt
Detroit, MI–Grosse Pointe dirt oval 1/5 Ford 999 5 0:05:20.0 56.25 Record attempt
1903
30 May
Yonkers, NY–Empire City dirt oval 5 Ford 999 1 5 0:07:02.2 42.63 Match Race, Heat 1
Yonkers, NY–Empire City dirt oval 5 Ford 999 1 5 0:05:31.0 54.38 Match Race, Heat 2
Yonkers, NY–Empire City dirt oval 1 Ford 999 1 1 0:01:01.6 58.44 Record Run
21 June
Indianapolis, IN–St. Fairgrounds dirt oval 5 Ford 999 1 5 0:05:17 56.78
Indianapolis, IN–St. Fairgrounds dirt oval 5 Ford 999 1 5 0:05:04 59.21
4 July
Columbus, OH–Driving Park dirt oval 1 Ford 999 1 1 0:00:56.4 63.83 Exhibition
Columbus, OH–Driving Park dirt oval 10 Ford 999 1  10 0:09:54.0 60.61 Exhibition
25 July
Yonkers, NY–Empire City dirt oval 15 Ford 999 1 5 0:05:09 58.25 Match Race, Heat 1
Yonkers, NY–Empire City dirt oval 15 Ford 999 1 5 0:04:55 61.82 Match Race, Heat 2
Yonkers, NY–Empire City dirt oval 1 Ford 999 1 0:00:55.8 64.52 Record attempt
29 August
Columbus, OH–Driving Park dirt oval 1 Winton Bullet #2 1 3 0:03:10  56.84
Columbus, OH–Driving Park dirt oval 10 Winton Bullet #2 3 1 Broken rear axle
4 September
Cleveland, OH–Glenville Driv Trk dirt oval 15 Winton Bullet #2 1 5 0:05:04  59.21
5 September
Cleveland, OH–Glenville Driv Trk dirt oval 5 Winton Bullet #2 1 5 0:05:23  55.72`
7 September
Detroit, MI–Grosse Pointe dirt oval 5 Winton Bullet #2 2 5 Finished
Detroit, MI–Grosse Pointe dirt oval 5 Winton Bullet #2 3 5 Finished Man. Chall. Cup
Detroit, MI–Grosse Pointe dirt oval 5 Winton Bullet #2 1 5 0:05:46  52.17 Match Race
Detroit, MI–Grosse Pointe dirt oval 10 Winton Bullet #2 1 10 0:12:19  48.71
8 September
Detroit, MI–Grosse Pointe dirt oval 5 Peerless Green Dragon 1 5 0:05:00 60.00
Detroit, MI–Grosse Pointe dirt oval 15 Peerless Green Dragon 2 15 Finished
Detroit, MI–Grosse Pointe dirt oval 5 Peerless Green Dragon 1 5 0:05:00.0 60.00
Detroit, MI–Grosse Pointe dirt oval 15 Peerless Green Dragon 2  15 Finished
9 September
Detroit, MI–Grosse Pointe dirt oval 5 Winton Bullet #2  2 5 0:05:22  55.90
Detroit, MI–Grosse Pointe dirt oval 5 Winton Bullet #2  1 5 0:05:15  57.14
Detroit, MI–Grosse Pointe dirt oval 10 Winton Bullet #2  2 6 Blown tire, wrecked
3 October
Yonkers, NY–Empire City dirt oval 15 Winton Bullet #2 1 15 0:14:35.0 61.71 Free-For-All
6 November
San Francisco, CA–Ingleside dirt oval 10 Winton Bullet 120 #2 1  10 0:11:00.2 54.53 Free-For-All
7 November
San Francisco, CA–Ingleside dirt oval 5 Winton Bullet #3 1 5 0:05:41.8 52.66 Under 1801 lb
San Francisco, CA–Ingleside dirt oval 10 Winton Bullet 1  10 0:10:19.2 58.14 Open Event
8 November
San Francisco, CA–Ingleside dirt oval 10 Winton Bullet #2 1  10 0:09:51.2 60.89 Free-For-All
San Francisco, CA–Ingleside dirt oval 1 Winton Bullet #2 1 1 0:00:56.0 64.29 Exhibition Time Trial
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Durant, W. C.   144
Duray, Arthur   136, 138, 139
Duryea, Charles   19, 26
Duryea, Frank   19, 25, 26, 209
Duryea Motor Wagon Company   26

E
Edison Studios   49
Edison, Thomas   18, 29, 64
Elgin Road Races   140, 167, 224

Elgin Cup   130
Elgin National Trophy   140

Empire City track   39, 42, 52, 215, 216
Excelsior   136, 137, 139, 140
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F
Fairbanks, Doug   186
Fenner, F.C.   143
Fiat   80, 104, 105, 108, 109, 111, 114, 117,

132, 143, 222, 224, 225
Cyclone   87, 92, 103, 105, 110, 222, 223

Firestone, Harvey   102, 184, 186, 187, 194,
198

Firestone tires   86, 171, 188
Fisher, Carl   36, 40, 87, 105, 136, 171–173,

194
Fitzgerald, F. Scott   189
Fitzsimmons, Bob   47, 59
Ford   145

999   14, 15, 37–41, 42–45, 54, 67, 68,
78, 215

Arrow (also called Red Devil)   39, 41, 67
Model T   64

Ford, Clara   35
Ford, Henry   19, 30, 32, 33, 36, 38, 40, 64,

67, 184, 192, 198, 209
Ford, Hugh   60
Ford Motor Company   38
Ford, Snappy   196
Fox Hills Café   198, 206
Franklin   143
Franzen, Paul   167
French Grand Prix   86
Fritsch, Bill   107
Frontenac   176, 180, 193

G
Gehrig, Lou   189
Geneva Steamer   14, 15
Geronimo   18
Gibson Girl   48
Gilhooley   138
Glidden Tours   55
Golden Submarine. See Miller: Golden

Submarine
Gooby, Rebecca “Bess”. See Holland, Rebecca

Gooby “Bess”
Goossen, Leo   174
Gordon Bennett Cup   48, 52

Gotch, Frank   101
Goux, Jules   135–139
Graham, Charles   69
Grand Prize Road Race   108, 130, 155, 164
Grange, Red   189
Grant, Harry   136, 140, 168, 170, 178
Great Train Robbery   49
Green Dragon. See Peerless: Green Dragon
Griffith, D.W.   125
Grosse Pointe dirt oval   13, 14, 30, 35, 37,

38, 44, 48, 50, 215, 216, 217, 218
Guyot, Albert   136, 139

H
Hamlin Dirt oval   217
Hamlin, Ralph   143
Hansen, Hans Henrik   81
Harlem Dirt oval   217
Harroun, Ray   104, 162
Hart, Marvin   94
Hausman, “Daredevil”   54
Haynes, Elwood   19
Hearne, Eddie   160, 164, 165, 187
Heath, George   58
Heinemann, Lou   107
Hemery, Victor   58, 86, 89, 201
Henderson, Pete   179
Henning, Otto   140
Henry Ford Museum   54
Herrick, Harvey   143
Hewlett, E.E.   108
Hill, George   109–111, 114, 117, 119, 120,

133, 144, 148, 165–166
Hilsendegen Bicycle Race   23
Holland,  M.O.   61
Holland, Rebecca Gooby “Bess”   50. See also

Oldfield, Rebecca “Bess”
“Hot Dog” John   37
Howdy Special   144, 147
Hudson   190

Super-Six   190
Hudson Motors   201
Huff, Ed “Spider”   34, 36–38
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Index

I
Imperial Raceway   113
Imperial Valley Road Race   110, 114, 222
Indianapolis

Fairgrounds   39, 40, 42, 74, 208, 215,
219, 224

Speedway and 500   36, 40, 75, 86, 87,
88, 92, 104, 105, 119, 135–141, 137,
145, 157, 162, 165, 171, 172, 174,
177, 179, 185, 190, 192, 196, 201,
202, 220, 224, 225

Ingleside dirt oval   215
International Motor Contest Association

(IMCA)   166, 167
Isotta   130, 132, 138

J
Jackson, H. Nelson   43, 44
James, A.   87
James, Jessie and Frank   18
Janis, Elsie   58
Jeffries, James J.   47, 59, 90, 94, 95, 101
Joerimann, G.   134
Johnson, Jack   78, 94–97
Jones, Bobby   189
Joyce, Dave   166

K
Kaiser Wilhelm   90, 131, 184
Kawalec, Hank   205–207
Keene, Charles   140
Keene, Foxhall   39
Kenilworth   216, 217, 218, 219
Kerscher, Ben   79, 100
Keystone Cops   108
Kincaid Special   150
King, Anita “Paramount Girl”   160, 164
King, Charles   209
Kipper, Jack   101
Kiser, Earl   51, 56
Kisselkar   143, 145, 160, 164
Klondike Gold Rush   27
Knickerbocker, Cholly   29
Knox   43, 79, 116, 219, 220, 221, 224

60-hp   96
“Giant”   101

L
La Roche, Frank   38
La Vergne   25
Lakeside dirt oval   217
Lamkin, Ray   182
Lawson, Iver   30
League of American Wheelmen   26
Levassor, M.   19
Lewis, Dave   130, 132, 133, 164, 165
“Lightning Benz”. See Benz
Lindbergh, Charles   190
Live Oaks   206–207
Locomobile   85, 143
London, Jack   94
Los Angeles-to-Sacramento Road Race   111–

112
Louisiana Purchase Trophy race   49–50
Lyons, Ed   110
Lytle, Herb   48, 86

M
Macy, R. H.   25
Magone, Felix   123
Maier, Eddie   80
Malcomson, Alex Y.   35, 38
Manufacturers’ Challenge Cup   13
Marmon   130, 138, 219

“Wasp”   104
Marquis, J.B.   83
Marriott, Fred   89–90
Marx, Groucho   206
Mason   130, 131, 132, 134
Maxwell   136–137, 140, 147, 153, 154, 155,

161, 164, 166–168, 205, 224
Maxwelton dirt oval track   178, 216
Maywood Speedway board track   173, 175
McCoy, “Kid”   101
Mercedes   105, 107, 108, 137, 140, 166

90-hp   46
“Gray Ghost”   130, 132–134

Mercer   112, 115, 118, 122–124, 129, 130,
132–136, 140, 162, 197, 223, 224

team   112
Merrill, R.D.   21
Merz, Charles   88, 135
Metz   145, 150
Meunier, Jacques   136
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Miller
Golden Submarine   158, 159, 160, 

173–175, 176, 177, 178, 181, 182,
184, 185, 193, 196, 223, 225

land speed record model   199, 201–202
Miller, Harry A.   170, 173, 175, 178, 199,

201, 202
Milton, Tommy   160, 181, 187
Mitchell, Billy   180
Mix, Tom   186, 187
Montgomery, Nathan   50
Monticello Hotel   20, 21, 23
Mooers, Louis P.   47–49
Morgan, J. Pierpont   29
Moross, Ernie   54, 62, 89, 92, 101, 102
Morris Park dirt oval   217
Morris Salom Electrobat   25
Motobloc   81–82
Motor-tandem. See Orient motor-tandem
Mueller, H.   25
Mulford, Ralph   104, 136, 138, 163, 181, 182
Murphy, Jimmy   186, 196

N
Napier   110, 201
Nation, Carrie   27
National   74, 110

Chainless   28
“Old Glory”   75, 86, 87, 218, 224

Naval Cadet, A   59
Nebraska State Fair   166
New York-to-Paris race   81–83
Newby, A. C.   87
Nikrent, Louis   143, 144, 146–152
Nolan, M. C.   92
Normand, Mabel   109

O
Oatis, Beatrice Loretta   24, 26. See also

Oldfield, Beatrice “Bridget”
Octoauto   104
O’Donnell, Eddie   154, 162, 163, 169
Offenhauser engine   174
Offenhauser, Fred   174
Ohio State Championship Bicycle Races   24

Oldfield,  Rebecca “Bess”, (2nd & 4th Mrs.
Barney Oldfield)   61, 62, 73, 88, 101, 141,
142, 148, 152, 159, 161, 170, 171, 179,
188, 208. See also Holland, Rebecca
Gooby

Oldfield automobile   190, 197
Oldfield, Beatrice “Bridget”, (1st Mrs. Barney

Oldfield)   31, 51. See also Oatis, Beatrice
Loretta

Oldfield, Bertha   17
Oldfield Country Club. See Barney Oldfield

Country Club
Oldfield, Elizabeth   201
Oldfield, Henry Clay   17–18, 20, 23, 40, 50
Oldfield, Hulda (3rd Mrs. Barney Oldfield)

197, 201, 205, 207, 208. See also Braden,
Hulda R.

Oldfield Manufacturing Co.   187
Oldfield, Sarah Yarnell   17–18, 23–24, 50, 91
Oldfield Tire and Rubber Co.   184, 186, 194
Oldfield-Kipper Tavern   101
Olds, Ransom E.   19, 209
Oldsmobile   43, 55
Orient motor-tandem   30–33, 66
Ormond-Daytona Beach. See Daytona Beach
Otto, N. A.   19
Owensmouth Road Race   111

P
Packard   43, 156, 165, 175–177

“Gray Wolf”   45
Paige   143, 145, 147, 149, 150
Pan-Pacific Road Race   117
Panama Pacific Exposition   126, 155
Panhard   19, 58
Pardington, A.R.   46, 47
Parsons, Jim   156, 164
Pasadena Hill Climb   83–85
Peerless   39, 43, 47, 48, 49, 55, 61, 63

Blue Streak   58
Green Dragon   48–51, 59, 61, 70, 71,

72, 165, 178, 182, 215, 216, 217, 218
Green Dragon No. 2   51
Green Dragon No. 3   61

Peerless Motor Co   48
Pegoud, Adolph   127
Pershing, General   180
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Index

Peugeot   135–137, 139, 157, 162, 164, 169,
173, 174, 224

Baby   136, 138
Phoenix Fairgrounds dirt oval   149, 223
Picard, A.J.   45
Pickens, William Hickman   54, 56–58, 78, 88,

92, 95–99, 103, 106, 125, 127, 128, 131,
175, 180

Pikes Peak Hill Climb   223
Pimlico dirt oval   217
Playa del Rey board track   2, 92, 109, 220,

221, 222
Plymouth Motors   204, 205
Point Loma road race   224

Classic   154
Pope

Toledo   49
Tornedo   48

Porter, Finley R.   129
Premiere Special   194
Prince Henry Benz   221
Prince, Jack   92
Protos   81–82
Pullen, Eddie   129–130, 133, 140, 162, 179,

182

R
Racycle Racing Team   26
Raskob, John   191
Readville track   83
Reeves, M.O.   104
Reid, Wally   101
Rellimah Company   202
Remy Brassard   74, 87
Renault   52, 83, 94, 222
Reo Redbird   55
Resing, Joseph   62
Resta, Dario   164–167, 173, 182
Richard-Brasier   52
Rickard, Tex   94
Rickenbacker, Edward Vernon   131, 136,

138, 140, 161, 162, 164, 179, 182
Ridgeway, Charles   39
Roberts, Montague   81–82
Robertson, George   74, 85, 86, 106
Roger   25
Rogers, Will   49

Romanoff, Mike   207
Roosevelt, Teddy   27, 49
Royal   218
Royal Flush Bicycle   22
Russell, Lillian   27
Ruth, George H. (Babe)   125, 189

S
Salt Palace   32–34
Sandhoffer, Frank   124
Santa Monica Road Race   80, 112, 115, 224

Free-For-All   105
Sarles, Roscoe   185, 187
Satori, Paul   52, 72
Savannah Road Race   104–105, 216
Schimph, William   103
Schipper, J. E.   138
Schnack, Earl   145
Schroeder, E.J.   130
Schroeder, Eric   170
Schuster, George   82
Scott, John   50
Sennett, Mack   108–109, 131
Settle, George   115
Shanks   14, 16
Shearer, Frank   45
Sheepshead Bay board track   168, 176–178,

223, 225
Shettler, Leon T.   131
Shoemaker, Berna   17
Simplex   142, 143, 145, 147–149, 164, 222
Sioux City Race   140
Sizaire   81, 82
Sloan, J. Alexander   182
Sloppy Joe’s   187
Smith, Bert   111
Spanish-American War   27
Speers, William H.   170
Standard Optical   188
Stanley Steamer   29, 33, 89
Star Cup   92
Stearns   43, 63, 73, 83, 84, 102, 218

“Big Ben”   218
Stearns Bicycle Co.   24, 26

Yellow Flyer   26
Stearns E. C.   26



232

Barney Oldfield

Stein, Waldo   175, 181, 184, 196
Sterling, Ford   109
Stevens-Duryea   92
Stinson, Eddie   180
Stinson, Katherine   180
Strang, Louis   83, 86
Stuart, Glenn   39
Sturges Electric   25
Stutz   112, 120, 123, 130, 133, 135–142,

144–152, 164, 165, 167, 222, 223, 224
Bearcat   119, 135, 186, 195

Stutz, Harry C.   135, 140, 142, 168
Sullivan, John L.   24, 59, 107
Sullivan, Margaret   206
Sunbeam   130, 138, 140, 179, 224

T
Taube   180
Taylor, Robert   206
Tellum, Ed   26
Tetzlaff, Teddy   104, 105, 109–112, 122–123,

136–138, 143, 163, 168, 183
Thery, Leon   52, 53
Thomas Flyer   81–82, 96
Thomas, René   136, 137, 139
Times-Herald Race   25
Titanic   105
Titus, Fred   26, 130, 134
Tribune Blue Streak   33, 34, 65
Tucson Road Race   165, 168
Tunney, Gene   189
Twain, Mark   27

U
Uncle Tom’s Cabin   59
Uniontown board track   223, 225

V
Vail, Ira   187, 191
Valentino, Rudolph   189
Vanderbilt Cup (stage play)   58, 61
Vanderbilt Cup Races   85, 106–108,

129–134, 155, 162, 164, 201
Vanderbilt, William K.   38, 46, 52, 131

Venice Road Races   130, 156, 164, 165, 168,
224

Verbeck, Frank   110
Village Blacksmith   59

W
Waddell, Al   143
Wagner, Fred   17, 87, 97, 100, 132, 168, 183
Wauseon   17, 18
Webb, A. C.   49
Wheeler, Frank   87
Wheeler-Schebler Trophy   88
Whipple, Harlan   63
Whistling Billy (White Steamer)   56
White   14
White, Pearl   125
White Steamer   14, 56, 143
Wilcox, Howdy   138
Wills, C. Harold   34
Wilson, Woodrow   141, 181, 187
Winton

Baby Bullet   44
Bullet   13–16, 37, 38, 48, 68
Bullet No. 2   43–46, 48, 51, 69, 215, 216
Bullet No. 3   215, 216

Winton, Alexander   13–16, 29, 30, 35, 37,
38, 43, 44, 47, 48, 54, 56

Winton Motor Carraige Co.   13, 43
Winton Pup   14, 16
Wishart, Spencer   122, 123, 129–133, 135,

136, 140, 141, 170
Wood, Gar   198, 202
Wood, Willard   143
Worgis, Dan   55
World Championship   52, 72
Wright Brothers   49, 126

Y
Yarnell, Eli   17
Yellow Flyer   26

Z
Zengel, Len   87
Zucarrelli, Paul   135
Zust   81–82


